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SUMMARY

The present book, entitled “The Period of Classical Islam in the Caucasus. Abu Bakr
ad-Darbandi and his Sufi Encyclopaedia Rayhan al-Haqa’iq”, is based on the significant and
still unpublished Arabic source Rayharn al-Haqa'iq wa-Bustan ad-Daga’iq (“The Basil of
Truths and the Garden of Subtleties”) written by Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Musa b. al-Faraj ad-
Darbandi (d. 539/1145) in the late 11" and the early 12" century. In Muslim biographical
literature he is also known as Muhammad ash-Shirwani. A contemporary of Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali, Abu Bakr ad-Darbandi was born in Bab al-abwab, one of the biggest Islamic centers in
the Caucasus, but he later lived in Baghdad and traveled between Mecca, Medina, Isfahan,
Hamadan, Amul, Qazwin, etc. Being a Shafi‘i and Ash‘ari, he was closely connected with
madrasas an-Nizamiya in Tabaristan and Baghdad. Ad-Darbandi’s teachers were Abu Ghalib al-
Fami al-Baqillani (d. 500/1106), Abu’l-Mahasin ar-Ru’yani (d. 502/1108), al-Kiya al-Harrasi
(d. 504/1110), Abw’l-Muzaffar al-Abiwardi (d. 507/1113), Abu °Abd Allah al-Humaydi
(d. 488/1095), Ibn al-Qaysarani al-Maqdisi (d. 507/1113), Shirawayh b. Shahridar al-Hamadani
(d. 509/1115) and other famous scholars. Among his disciples mentioned in the manuscript are
‘Imad ad-din Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ad-Danishi (d. 525/1131) from Tabaristan, Abu Sa‘d as-
Sam‘ani (d. 562/1167), the author of the Kitab al-Ansab, and Abu Tahir as-Silafi (d. 576/1180),
later known as a brilliant traditionalist in Egypt.

The Rayhan al-Haqa'ig is the most important source on classical Islam in the Caucasus
(496 pages, with 28-32 lines per page, written in small script, predominantly without diacritical
marks); it can be viewed as quite indispensable in understanding local Muslim communities in
the Middle Ages. The writing belongs to moderate Sufism, greatly influenced by al-malamatiya
tradition. Having been kept in the Daghestan academic collection in a unique manuscript of the
14" century, it has so far remained practically unknown. Its importance lies in the fact that it
was written in the formation period of Sufism development, of which only a few sources have
survived.

The analysns of ad- Darband1 s work throws new light upon intellectual and spiritual life in
the Caucasus in the 10" — 12" centuries. To revise some historical data and certain names of
people and places, the author turned to manuscripts of the local chronicle Darband-nama, Zayn
al-‘Abidin Shirwani’s Bustan as-Siyahat, and al-Mas‘udi’s Muruj az-Zahab, etc. This made it
possible to reveal facts concerning the ethnic and religious history of the Caucasian peoples,
including their relationships with the Ghunnes, Avars, Khazars, Iranians, Arabs, Russes, etc.
The historical part of the research includes new data on the Caucasian Caliphate frontier system,
traced back to the Sassanid period and known as Darpush. Among the unpublished materials on
which the research is based, the manuscript of the anonymous Risale-yi Babiye, written in
Osman Turkish with many Arabic and Persian insertions, should be mentioned. The book also
includes medieval Arabic inscriptions discovered by the author himself during his expeditions to
the region.

Abu Bakr ad-Darbandi displays a deep insight into the political and cultural development of
the Caliphate under the Great Seljugs. It was a period of intense cultural activity and political
turmoil, vivid spiritual discussions, and close interaction between scholars belonging to

832  various religious schools and teachings. Ad-Darbandi was closely associated with al-Bakri
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and Abu’l-Mu’ayyad al-Ghaznawi, the Ash’aris’ leaders during the religious turmoil in
Baghdad known in Muslim Historiography as “fitna Ibn al-Qushayri”. The true personality
of this al-Bakri had been identified. Besides this, new facts from the lives and spiritual
contacts of Shaykh at-Ta’ifa Abu Ja‘far at-Tusi, his teacher Ahmad al-Ghada’iri, gadi’l-
qudat in Bab al-abwab, historian al-Khatib al-Baghdadi and some other great Islamic
scholars had been revealed.

This book includes new descriptions of the dramatic events that took place in Bab
al-abwab after the Seljuqs’ conquest. A local dynasty of the amirs Hashimids was replaced
by the ru’asa’ Aghlabids. The names of several rulers of the following dynasty were also
established for the first time. One of them, Khalifa b. al-Mufarrij az-Za‘im, forced ad-
Darbandi to leave al-Bab, and the author of Rayhan al-Haqa’ig had to settle in Baghdad.
Those events account for the fact that the anonymous chronicle Ta'rikh al-Bab wa-Shirwan
had ended by 1075. Thanks to information given by ad-Darbandi, it is possible to find out
the author of the chronicle — his name was Mammus (or Mammush) b. al-Hasan al-Lakzi,
mentioned once in as-Sakhawi’s /‘lan. The author of the original version of the Darband-
nama is supposed to have been Abu Ya‘qub Yasuf b. al-Husayn al-Babi. The manuscript
No. 53 from the Daghestan academic collection is identified as Sharh ash-Shihab by Abu’l-
Qasim al-Warraq, ad-Darbandi’s principal spiritual teacher.

The history of Islam in the Caucasus, particularly in Azerbaijan and Daghestan, has
received much attention from scholars, yet the study of Islamic development, writings,
beliefs, ideas and concepts, institutions and practices has scarcely been attempted due
to a lack of sources. The third part of this book is concerned both with the experiences
of various categories of believers in the region and their theological and theosophical
theorizing, as it was reflected by ad-Darbandi. One can see certain ways in which Islam has
emerged in the Caucasus, and how it has interacted with the pre-Islamic and non-Islamic
religions and beliefs, such as Paganism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism and Christianity. It was
Sufism that succeeded in finding some particular ways to disseminate the new monotheistic
ideology among local people, despite the complication of their pre-Islamic religious
substratum and tribal traditions, and to convert pagan sacred places into Islamic holy places.
Ad-Darbandi represents the Way of Purification and spiritual guidance for murids, rather
than a system of esoteric divine wisdom for intellectuals. However, there are more than a
hundred key terms and notions of Sufism in his writing, and each of them was analyzed and
interpreted separately. The closing chapter of this book fully depicts the main tendencies of
Islamic development in the region from the time when the Caliphate fell down up to the
present day, to reveal historical dynamics and the succession of local religious traditions.

The material of Rayhan al-Haqa'ig allows specialists to comprehend more adequately
one of the most crucial moments in Sufi development. Ad-Darbandi’s writing fills, to a
great extent, a gap in our knowledge of Sufi tradition from al-Qushayri’s ar-Risala fi ‘lim
at-Tasawwuf up to al-Ghazali’s Ihya’ ‘Ulum ad-Din. At the same time, the present book
shows the development not only of the Sufi traditions, but also of various forms of regional
Islam, dialectic interactions between general Islamic and Sufi priorities on the periphery of
dar al-Islam. We hope that this study will contribute to the deeper understanding of local
Muslim communities in the Caucasus and some other parts of the Caliphate, primarily in the
period of the Islamic “Golden Age”.
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